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Francois: Katrina and Me Overall

Jamie Francois
Katrina and Me Overall
It was an event that killed thousands, most given the terrible fate of drowning, and
displaced many more. It was the event that led some to feel as though they had wished they had
perished with those during the flood, seeing as they had nothing left to live for. It was the event
that made me who I am today. It was Hurricane Katrina. While it may seem cliché to write
about, seeing as most individuals alive and from Louisiana during the time of the event would
recall Hurricane Katrina as the most life-altering major disaster of their lives, generating
countless similar stories, Hurricane Katrina was the major disaster that altered and affected me,
and made me the person I am today. However, unlike the others who choose to tell the negative
effects of experiencing Hurricane Katrina, I would like to focus more so on the positive.
One might assume that I experienced great loss because of this event because many
individuals did. It is true that I was uprooted from my hometown, placed into a Texas community
that treated the evacuating New Orleanians as refugees undeserving of hospitality, had to go to a
school where I was failing initially due to missing several months school and felt outcast by
being one of the only black individuals. And I had lost an uncle to the powerful beast that was
Hurricane Katrina. However, it is also true that I learned how to interact with people of different
races, was able to attend great schools where I was able to graduate with an associate’s degree
from a community college before graduating high school, learned about what it meant to stick
together as a family, learned to appreciate life, and realized just how limited my options would
have been if I had remained in New Orleans. Hurricane Katrina caused a sense of contextual
mobility, in that I was able to move to a location, Texas, that offered economically and
educationally better options. Because of Katrina, I was able to get the opportunities I did, making
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me an overall better person. Sure I missed my New Orleans traditions and wished so many did
not have to suffer while I did relatively well, but I can say that I am grateful for the move my
family and I had to make because of Katrina. I was also able to see how one really does not
realize what options are out there until one leaves the place they are from. Living in New
Orleans, for most, caused a sense of contentment, meaning that most were just comfortable with
the sub-par life they were living, but leaving made me realize how poverty-stricken and lacking
in basic educational needs New Orleans really is. Hurricane Katrina was also able to show me
how important it is to be thankful for the family members I have in my life and for everyday life
in general because I never know when it could be snatched away from me, as well as to educate
me on how to interact with others of different races and live in a world where most are different
from me in some form or fashion.
In essence, Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst events of my life, but I would like to
think that it made me a better person. I am grateful for the economic opportunities and social
lessons learned from having to relocate. One must realize that not all natural disasters are
completely unhealthy. They cause changes that sometimes, like in my case, need to happen to
make individuals better beings. It is best to accept that natural disasters will always occur, so it
would be best to accept them as they are and try to make the best out of the situation.
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